
The Water Princess Read-a-thon, LES 2020 
 

To kick off the new year, students are reading the 
book, The Water Princess by Susan Verde in the 
library this week. This is the story of Georgia (“Gie 
Gie”) Badiel, an international model from Burkina 
Faso (West Africa). Having hauled water 4 miles a 
day as a child, Gie Gie partnered with Ryan’s Well 
Foundation when she grew up so she could help her 
village get a well and save other girls from missing 
school to haul water every day. Missing school keeps 
many girls from progressing in school and gaining an 
education that gets them out of poverty. Ryan’s Well 

Foundation was started by then six-year-old Ryan Hreljac from Ontario, Canada, more 
than 20 years ago. Each year the foundation extends a “school challenge” to support 
the foundation’s target schools that year. From January 19 to January 31, Legacy 
Library is partnering with Ryan’s Well Foundation by hosting a Read-a-thon fundraiser. 
Using the provided sponsor form, students will record pledges and their reading 
minutes. We recommend students read at least 20 minutes every day. As students are 
asking for pledges or a one-time donation we suggest donations start at $1 per 20 
minutes, though all donations are appreciated. 
Donors may fulfill their pledge by paying online (our 
preferred method) or send a check (payable to 
Ryan’s Well Foundation) to the address on the 
sponsor form. Cash donations collected by the 
student should be turned into the library along with 
their sponsor form by February 7, 2020. For all 
donations, the event name is The Water Princess 
Read-a-thon, LES 2020. More information is 
provided on the student’s record sheet. Participation 
is voluntary, but our kids should read 20 minutes 
every day anyway, so why not help another child 
around the world? 
 
Preferred Method of Pledge Payments: Donate online at http://www.ryanswell.ca/donate 
under The Water Princess Read-a-thon, LES 2020 event link by Friday, February 7, 2020; OR 
mail checks made out to Ryan’s Well Foundation directly to:  P.O. Box 1120, Kemptville, ON, 
K0G 1J0.  Tag The Water Princess Read-a-thon, LES 2020 in your memo line.  
OR return your sponsor form and cash pledges in an envelope marked “Read-a-thon” by 
Friday, February 7, 2020. 
 
For more information or questions, please contact Jane Scott, Library Media Specialist 
at jgscott@mcssk12.org.  
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